
Keahi as she was known by all, was born on October 25, 1941, in Honolulu to Gordon Hunter Poire and
Harriet KaÔoiÔona-puaÔopiÔilani Stevens known professionally as Na-pua Stevens. Her family genealogy traces
back to some of the high ranking AliÔi and priests of old HawaiÔi through the PiÔilani and Liloa lines of Maui.
She attended the Kamehameha Schools through intermediate school and graduated from James B. Castle
High School in 1959. She earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree from the University of HawaiÔi-Manoa.
She married William Eugene KeaweÔikekahialiÔiokamoku Allen, Jr., in 1968. Although the two never had any
children, she raised her brother Scott KaÔumaumakeaÔaliloa Poire, and her step-daughter B.J. (Billie Jean)
Ho-melani Allen.
Her first employment was at age 14 at KGMB Radio and Television Station as a relief switchboard operator
and receptionist. While at the University, she was a student helper for the renowned artist Jean Charlot, and
was a summer counselor with the Salvation Army ChildrenÕs Center in Manoa. 
Keahi learned and appreciated her Hawaiian values through her grandmother, Julia
KaÔaoÔaolahilahiÔokeohokalole Bell Stevens, with whom she spent her summers in Hilo, as well as from her

mother Na-pua. She and her husband learned traditional implement making through the Parks &
Recreation under Aina Keawe, Adeline Manupau Lee, and Shigeru Naramoto, using this knowledge to

work for the Ala Moana Hotel. Her lei making ideas inspired pa-Ôu- riders to reach beyond the
common everyday lei, incorporating new materials and styles. She was a master Pa-Ôu- dresser
and conducted workshops in this art in order for it to continue to live for the future.

She was appointed by Governor John Burns to the King Kamehameha Celebration Commission where she served for eight years, six
of which as its chairwoman. She continued at the commission as a volunteer, a clerk typist, and eventually became its Arts Program
Specialist until her early medical retirement in 2002 after serving 31 years. She served under five Governors while with the Commission,
including GovernorÕs Burns, Ariyoshi, WahiheÔe, Cayetano, retiring during Linda LingleÕs term

She founded the annual King Kamehameha Hula Competition in Honolulu, and organized and advised the annual King Kamehameha Hula
Competition in Japan. She was the Executive Director of the State Council on Hawaiian Heritage.

Her first trip to the mainland in 1979 was to visit the areas in Oysterville, Washington and to Astoria, Oregon, areas settled by her
pioneer fraternal great grandparents, John and Caroline Carruthers Hunter. She visited the burial sites of her great, great, grand-
parents in Brownsville, Oregon, and that of her grandmother, Fannie Hunter Poire. She loved to work on genealogical research. 

In 1980 she traveled extensively throughout the South Pacific, first attending a UNESCO Conference in Australia to present a paper on
the impact of tourism on the indigenousculture, Keahi traveled the east coast of New Zealand with the Maori Arts Council and

attended the planning sessions of the South Pacific Arts Festival in Papua New Guinea and at the South Pacific Commission in
New Caledonia. She led the HawaiÔi delegation to the 3rd South Pacific Festival, in Papua New Guinea. She also organized
the first Kapa KuiÔki exhibition which toured New Zealand for a month and featured Master Quilt Maker Deborah Kakalia

and her family. She was also invited to lead a Cultural exchange to Hong Kong by the Mayor of that city. 
Keahi organized hula kahiko workshops on all islands featuring masters of the dance, including such notable kumu hula as
Henry Pa, Eleanor Hiram Hoke, Edith KanakaÔole, Pele Suganuma, Patience Namaka Bacon, Nalani KanakaÔole, Pualani

KanakaÔole Kanahele and more. Several Òover-the-weekendÓ workshops for kumu hula and alakaÔi at Kalopa State Park,
brought a new dimension and perspective to participants.
For eight years she took pa-Ôu- riding groups to the annual Fiesta Bowl parade in Phoenix, Arizona. At the Pasadena Parade of Roses,
she dressed the first group of riders to appear in this prestigious event, since a paÔu group first rode in the 1930Õs. She also organized
and trained a small pa-Ôu- group to appear at the SmithsonianÕs Folklife Festival honoring HawaiÔi.
In 1993, she was part of the planning and organizing committee for the 100th anniversary observance of the over-throw of the
Hawaiian Kingdom.
On June 27, 1990, she was appointed by the judges of the Supreme Court of HawaiÔi, to the King William Charles Lunalilo Trust Estate.
In this capacity, the trust officers operated Lunalilo Home, a care facility for the Hawaiian elderly. Here, she served with fellow
Trustees, including Klein Mann, James Ah Loy, Eugene Tiwanak, and Stanley Hong. It was with Tiwanak and Hong, that a great
expansion at Lunalilo Home took place, adding an Adult Day Care Center, a temporary care program, and an expanded food service, She
began an annual golf tournament, and an annual King Lunalilo Birthday LuÔau as fundraisers. She was proudest of the life changing accomplishments
made at Lunalilo Home.
She hosted events on television including parades and hula competitions, and did voice-overs for radio and TV commercials.
In her lifetime she worked beside and with entertainers, politicians, hula teachers, students, cultural leaders from all parts of the world, and with
the general public. 
Keahi was a strong, opinionated, intelligent, accomplished leader, and a very proud Hawaiian woman.
She is the widow of her husband of 39 years, Billy Allen, brothers Gordon Hunter Kauhiokalani (Edy) Poire and Scott KaÔumaumakeaÔaliloa Poire, step
daughter, B.J Allen, two nieces, Elizabeth Ann Na-pua Poire and Jade KapuaÔipulamaÔiaÔena-Ôohana Poire. Three granddaughters, Katherine Na-pua Kao-o
Silva, twins Paige Kawaianuheakea- la-okapikake Silva, and Taylor KeÔahilapalapaÔikawekiÔuolunalilo Silva. Many cousins, and dearest friends, Gail Pomai
Nosaka Bermudez, Carole Peck Suapaia, Dean Elizabeth Cox, and Patricia Ann Murray Darneal, and Shirley Brenner. 

Services will be held at Borthwick Mortuary on Tuesday, April 22 2008. Viewing from 1pm to 9pm. Services at 6pm
Auwe- ka minamina 


